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Power of Persuasion

As acclaimed author Amy Tan once exclaimed, “You see what power is - holding someone else's fear in your hand and showing it to them!”  According to this quote, power is obtained by using someone’s fear against one’s self. By doing so, the fear will weaken the person and will make him unwillingly succumb to his oppressor. In the tragedy of Macbeth, his wife used a similar tactic in order to achieve her own vaulting ambition. By ridiculing Macbeth and claiming that he was not a man, Lady Macbeth became her own worst enemy and caused havoc to arise within the country of Scotland by using verbal assaults toward Macbeth’s dignity. These mental attacks served as a great catalyst of the pair’s downfall of their short period in royalty. Since these events occurred after Lady Macbeth’s evident passion for power, the brutal murder of King Duncan was committed in cold blood solely because of Lady Macbeth’s part in obtaining her selfish desires and that her actions also display the workings of a character that is more evil than her husband since her very manipulative methods that worked by abusing Macbeth’s fears. 

Within the first act of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth questioned the manhood of her husband.  In the following passage, Lady Macbeth calls her husband a coward by comparing him to a cat the was too frightened to wet its feet in order to catch a fish since he backed down on the plot to murder King Duncan in order to pursue the crown of Scotland. “Art thou afeared/ to be the same in thine own act and valor/ as thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that/ which thou esteem’st the ornament of life,/ and live a coward in thine own esteem,/ letting “I dare not” wait upon “I would,”/ like the poor cat i’ the adage?” (1.7.44-50). During Macbeth’s reign in Scotland, he felt in danger of losing the throne to Banquo’s blood; therefore he used a similar tactic that his wife used on him within a majority of the acts. Finally, Macbeth believed he needed to hire murderers to eliminate the chances Banquo and his son may have had to acquire the throne. He convinced the assassins to do so by comparing them to dogs.  “Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men,/ as hounds and greyhounds…all by the name of dogs. The valued file/ distinguishes the swift, the slow the subtle/…particular addition, from the bill/ that writes them all alike; and so of men” (3.1. 100-109). Macbeth made this comparison to further explain that any man can be classified as a man; as for dogs, they can be considered anything between a mangy mutt and a great, pure breed. However, if one contains a special characteristic, one may be considered more distinguished than they may have been in the past. For a man to be illustrious during Macbeth’s era, they must have quality within his character and certain uniqueness such as bravery and courage. If Banquo’s death was successful, the assailants would be men in the king’s eyes just as Macbeth would be seen as more of a man to his wife if he killed Duncan. After reading that passage, it was quite apparent that Lady Macbeth affected her husband’s mentality and molded him into a more violent and cold character. Other readers may perceive Macbeth to be the greater evil since he was the one that had driven the dagger into Duncan. However, if Lady Macbeth had not pressured her husband into killing the king by driving him to become very defensive of his state as a man, King Duncan may have lived.  
Lady Macbeth further toys with her husband to convince him to become king. After doing so, she caused the greatest conflict to reside inside him, thus creating the antagonist of the play. After Macbeth announced to his wife that he would no longer participate in the plot of King Duncan’s death, she immediately persuaded him by attacking his dignity of his gender once again. “When you durst do it, then you were a man;/ and to be more than what you were, you would/ be so much more the man. Nor time nor place/ did then adhere, and yet you would make both. They have made themselves, and that their fitness/ now does unmake you” (1.7.56-62). According to Lady Macbeth, he was only a man when he agreed to kill Duncan in order to take the throne. If he did follow her original plan, he would be considered an even greater man. Eventually, Macbeth commits the dirty deed, but afterwards he leaves the bloody scene in shock as he scurries to confirm the death of the king to his wife. Instead of offering any comfort or satisfaction, the sight of the bloody daggers in his hands rattled her. At that point, Macbeth is compared to a frightened child as she took the daggers from his hands and went to the servants’ chambers so they would be framed. “Infirm of purpose!/ Give me the daggers. The sleeping and the dead/ are but as pictures. ‘Tis the eye of childhood/ that fears a painted devil.” (2.2.72-77). Lady Macbeth’s quick thinking of leaving the daggers elsewhere displays the coldness and lack of conscience that she held in her heart. 
Lady Macbeth ultimately planned the murder of Duncan right after she read the letter she received from Macbeth after the prophecies started to realize. Moreover, she became the cause of deaths for two men that had no chance to defend themselves before their execution. “When Duncan is asleep/…his two chamberlains/ will I with wine and wassail so convince/ that memory, the warder of the brain,/ shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason/ a limbeck only” (1.7.71-77). Since they were servants and may have been considered lowly, Lady Macbeth did not think much of the lives she would end. From her view, they were just pawns to be used in her pursuit of power. Furthermore, the following demand of Lady Macbeth to her husband gave directions of how to act so no one would suspect a possible elimination of the king. “To beguile the time,/ look like the time; bear welcome in your eye,/ your hand, your tongue; look like the innocent/ flower, but be the serpent under’t” (Shakespeare 1.5.73-76). Macbeth was told to deceive any possible suspicion by entertaining Duncan and making him blind from Macbeth’s true agenda. Every murderous act that Macbeth committed shamelessly followed the plans his wife designed thus proving that she is more responsible for the king’s death. 
Lady Macbeth’s guilt for all the wrong she had done was so overwhelmingly strong it became the death of her. Her frequent sleepwalking and mental illness blurted confessions which proved that she and her husband partook in the murders of significant people of Scotland. At one instance during Lady Macbeth’s sleepwalking, she uttered, “To bed, to bed! There’s knocking at the/ gate. Come, come, come, come give me your hand!/ What’s done cannot be undone. To bed, to bed, to bed!” (5.1.64-66). Since her guilt eventually infected her whole mentality and caused her to sleepwalk, it is evident that the force she applied on to Macbeth did prove her accountable for the death of many important persons. In her sleepwalking state, Lady Macbeth subconsciously remembers what she spoke to her husband about not fearing the death of Duncan as the gentlewoman and doctor witnessed her unnatural state. “Fie, my lord,/ fie! a soldier, and afeard? What need we fear who/ knows it, when none can call our pow’r to accompt? Yet/ who would have thought the old man to have had so/ much blood in him?” (5.1.35-39) She thought it would have been an easy task to acquire the throne with her husband but they eventually took a turn for the worse. “Lady Macbeth becomes increasingly dehumanized and observable as an external manifestation of fate and ambition. She argues valor and manliness with Macbeth to push him into murdering Duncan” (A Criticism par. 2). Lady Macbeth’s persuasive actions eventually infested her whole and that her wrongdoings allegedly led to her suicide. Lady Macbeth lost her sanity and finally her life because of role she played in the murder of King Duncan. 

Lady Macbeth portrayed an incredibly manipulative role by creating fear in her husband and accusing him that he had no characteristics or right to be distinguished as a man.  In doing so, she created her husband to become a great evil to reign in the land of the Scottish. Lady Macbeth fought the reluctance and conscience that slept in her husband’s mind to kill his cousin, the highly respected King Duncan. She won the battles of convincement between her and Macbeth but eventually she received the pain that was due to her. Lady Macbeth’s apparent suicide was caused by the guilt that was being built around her heart because of the deaths which occurred under her persuasive strength. The power she received by directly serving the fears of her husband diminished quickly because of her greedy desires. Always, there will be people in the world that have a little version of Lady Macbeth that rests within them. However, it depends upon the person whether or not their goals will be detrimental to their personal safety and sanity.  If one crosses paths with a character of great ambitions and convincing strength, inner conflicts would rise since, “Persuasion is better than force” (Think par 1). 
